
STORYTIME: Irene Lofthouse (centre), as author Enid Blyton, paid a visit to Bradford’s City Library

Stepping out of the pages of history
THE work of one of the UK’s
best-loved children’s au-
thors was celebrated at an
event in Bradford.
Enid Blyton - played by

actress and storyteller Irene
Lofthouse - paid a visit to
City Library on Saturday to
deliver a workshop for local
schools and host an exhibi-

tion and trail quiz.
The event marked both the

end of Children’s Book Week
and the 75th anniversary of
the publication of Five on a
Treasure Island, the first of
the author’s Famous Five
books.
Sitting on her picnic rug,

children had the chance to

hear about Blyton’s life and
writing, also hearing extracts
from Famous Five books and
other well-known stories.
Every child who completed
the trail around the exhibi-
tion was given a free Famous
Five book and entered into a
prize draw for an Enid Blyton
hamper.

Christinea Donnelly, of
Bradford Libraries, said: “We
had a wonderful exhibition in
partnership with the Royal
Horticultural Society looking
at the Life and Books of Enid
Blyton, which was central to
our workshops for schools
and our trail and storytime
for families.”

Care home site is
put on the market
Council invites bids
for property that was
closed despite strong
public opposition

A FORMER Council-run care home
which closed in the face of strong oppo-
sition has been put up for sale.

Bradford Council is inviting offers
for Holme View Care Home, in Holme
Wood, Bradford, and nearby land front-
ing Mead View in Gillingham Green on
the estate.

Would-be buyers have not been given
a guide price, but the closing date for of-
fers by informal tender is Friday, Janu-
ary 19, according to an official public
notice.

A Council spokesman said: “Hol-
me View is no longer fit for purpose
as a care home and so the property
is therefore being marketed for sale

and steps have been taken to pro-
tect the building, which will include
potential demolition in the event
that there is no market demand for
the property.

“The Council is conscious of protect-
ing the environment of the area.”

Ward councillor Alan Wainwright
(Lab) said he would like to see the site
used for more housing.

“It will be a brownfield site so houses
could be built on it. Any sort of houses,
the country needs it. If it doesn’t sell
and isn’t put to use then it would be
wise for the Council to demolish it so
we don’t have it standing empty and
causing problems on the estate.”

The public notice invites offers, sub-
ject to contract, to buy the freehold
interest with vacant possession of the
home and land.

It says the site has a combined area
of 1.6 acres and may be suitable for a
range of uses subject to planning.

There were emotional scenes in City
Hall in June when Council bosses made
a final decision to close the specialist
care home for people with dementia.

Relatives of people living in the home
had been fighting a campaign to keep it
open while the existing residents lived

out the rest of their lives.
And a petition calling for the

home to be saved had attracted
2,481 signatures.

But the Council’s decision-making
Executive opted to press ahead with the
closure plan, citing concerns over the
state of the building.

The Council estimated it would
have cost £1m to bring the home up to
scratch, while closing it would save
money. In 2016/17, the authority spent
£1.5m on running it, with income only
coming to £352,084.

The facility had been rated as good by
health watchdog the Care Quality Com-
mission at its last inspection.

Bev Maybury, strategic director for
health and wellbeing, had acknowl-
edged the care in the home was good
and the staff were dedicated but she
said the rooms and corridors were too
small and did not meet the latest stand-
ards. She had also said some residents
were only in their early 60s, so keep-
ing the home open while they lived out
their lives would not be viable.

However, she had pledged residents
from the home would be supported to
make a gradual transition into other
homes over a period of many months.
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THE results of a study into
a scheme that could improve
the city centre will be re-
vealed tomorrow.

A feasibility study into
a potential Bradford Busi-
ness Improvement District
(BID) has been taking place
over recent weeks, and the
findings will be formally an-
nounced at noon in Restau-
rant 1914 at the Alhambra
theatre by Ian Ward, chair-
man of the Bradford BID De-
velopment Group

A BID is a defined area
within a city where a levy –
typically one to 1.5 per cent
– is charged on all business
rate payers over and above
their normal business rates.

The levy is then used to
develop projects or services
which benefit the businesses
in that area. Other BID areas
have used the money to tidy
up empty premises, make
it easier for visitors to find
their way around, and pro-
viding extra security.

If the findings show that
Bradford Businesses are in
general support of a BID at
this early stage, the BID De-
velopment Group will begin
to formalise a full business
plan early in the New Year.

Lord Mayor
hosts festive
fundraiser
PLACES are
available to
dine with a
civic guest at a
festive
fundraising
meal.
The Lord
Mayor of
Bradford,
Councillor Abid Hussain, will
hold his Christmas lunch on
Friday, December 15, at the
reception rooms and banqueting
hall at City Hall, from 12.30pm.
All proceeds will go to the Lord
Mayor’s Appeal, which is in aid
of the Down Syndrome Training
& Support Service and Wishing
Well Appeal.
For tickets for the event, £20,
call Emma Walker, between
Wednesday and Friday, on
01274 434965, or email emma.
walker@bradford.gov.uk.
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Results
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Fuse box blaze
AN electrical fire caused severe
smoke damage to a Bradford
house. Fire crews from
Fairweather Green and Shipley
were called to Grange Terrace,
Allerton, at 8.30am on Saturday.
A fuse box in the cellar was on
fire, with smoke spreading to the
rest of the house.
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