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Athletes
will get
mayoral
send-off
THE Lord Mayor of Brad-
ford, Councillor Abid Hus-
sain, will give a civic send-
off to athletes and coaches
taking part in the Special
Olympic Games in Sheffield.

About 70 athletes and
coaches will be waved off by
the Lord Mayor from the Ce-
dar Court Hotel on Monday
at 10.30am.

The Special Olympic
Games gives athletes with
an intellectual (learning)
disability the opportunity to
achieve and to demonstrate
their sporting prowess.

About 2,600 athletes from
across England, Scotland
and Wales come together to
compete in various sports.

Athletes from the Brad-
ford district will contend for
medals in sports including
swimming, athletics, eques-
trian events, and bowls and
cycling.

The team has been assem-
bled by Bradford Disability
Sport and Leisure (BDSL).

The Special Olympics take
place over four days at Shef-
field United’s Bramall Lane
stadium.

More than 5,000 family
members and friends are ex-
pected to take to the stands
to cheer the athletes on.

Fun day for
cohesion
HOLLINGS Youth Associa-
tion is holding its annual
Community Cohesion fun
day today to get people to-
gether.

The event runs from 11am
to 6pm at the Drummond
Road field behind Manning-
ham Sports Centre.

The event was growing
bigger every year, said or-
ganisers from the non-profit
organisation which offers lo-
cal services and support.

Lord Mayor of Bradford
Councillor Abid Hussain is
on the guest list.

Team seeks more
views on BID plan

BID TEAM:
From left,
Diana
Greenwood
of Visit
Bradford,
Dave West
of Little
Germany
Action,
city centre
manager
Jonny Noble,
Broadway
manager Ian
Ward, Sandy
Needham
of the West
and North
Yorkshire
Chamber of
Commerce
and Trevor
Higgins of
Bradford
Break-
through

Consultants behind
feasibility study urge
businesses to have
their say on proposal

BRADFORD businesses are being
urged to share their views on propos-
als to create a Business Improvement
District in the city.

The plans would see a new levy on
business rates being pooled to pay for
various trade-boosting ideas.

The idea could be worth £2.5m over
five years, but needs to win a local ref-
erendum before it can begin.

Consultants Heartflood have been
commissioned to carry out an inde-
pendent feasibility study to establish

whether or not a BID would be success-
ful in Bradford.

There are currently 270 across the
UK, with the first created in Canada
and the USA in the 1960s.

A questionnaire has now gone live as
a way for businesses in the city centre
to share their views on the proposals.

Chris Gregory, project manager for
the feasibility study, said around 40 re-
sponses had been submitted so far, but
the aim was to get around 150.

Speaking about the general feeling
towards the BID, Mr Gregory said:
“The feeling at this stage, as far as we
are concerned, is really positive.

“A number of organisations are al-
ready backing the BID – we are really
encouraged there is a lot of interest
and that’s great.”

Ian Ward, general manager of The

Broadway and chairman of the BID
development group, added: “The more
views we get, the better.

“The more views we get, it helps to
shape, to a certain extent, what the BID
should be doing.”

If an early feasibility study suggests
the BID idea is proving popular in
Bradford, a vote could be held in au-
tumn 2018.

To set up a BID, organisers must win
a referendum among businesses in the
area where the levy would be charged.

Those ‘yes’ votes must also cor-
respond to more than 50 per cent of
the total rateable value of all votes
cast.

A BID lasts for up to five years and to
continue it after that time, organisers
have to hold another ballot.

An open meeting to hear more about
the BID has been organised for Brad-
ford city centre businesses next month.

The meeting will be held at The Mid-
land Hotel, from 5.30pm on Tuesday,
September 12.

To complete the survey, visit survey-
monkey.com/r/BradfordBID.

By Felicity Macnamara
01274 705339 felicity.macnamara

@telegraphandargus.co.uk

Have Your SaY

What do you think of the plan
for a Bradford BID?

telegraphandargus.co.uk

Man caught tending drugs
A MAN caught guarding a
£200,000 cannabis farm at a
house in Bradford has been
spared an immediate prison
sentence after the judge ruled he
would not have profited from it.

Marek Antoniuk, 29, was liv-
ing rent-free at the address in
Boynton Street, West Bowling,
in return for tending the 500 can-
nabis plants discovered when
electrical engineers called round
to investigate an irregularity in
the power supply.

Prosecutor David Ward told
Bradford Crown Court yester-
day that the electricity meter

had been bypassed.
Antoniuk, of Grantham Road,

Bradford, pleaded guilty to pro-
duction of cannabis, between
January 1 and February 10, 2017

The court heard that his co-
accused had disappeared and
was wanted on warrant after
claiming the cannabis was for
his own use in a basis of plea not
accepted by the court.

Mr Ward said the Crown had
found no evidence that Antoni-
uk, a warehouse operative, was
funding an extravagant lifestyle
from the drug farm.

“They didn’t find his Bentley

Continental parked outside, or
anything like that?” the judge,
Recorder Ben Nolan QC, asked.

Antoniuk’s barrister, Abdul
Shakoor, said he was in work
and played a lesser role at the
cannabis farm.

Recorder Nolan sentenced An-
toniuk to 12 months’ imprison-
ment, suspended for two years,
with 100 hours of unpaid work.

He was ordered to pay £350
prosecution costs.

The judge told Antoniuk:
“You were acting as caretaker
in return for a roof over your
head.”

Care home is
handed bags
of store cash

A CARE home for disabled
people has scooped a £5,000
grant through the Tesco Bags of
Help scheme.
As part of the initiative, every
customer is given a token to
post in the in-store voting unit to
decide which project will be
given the top grant.
Through a vote at Tesco’s
Cleckheaton branch, the
Kenmore Leonard Cheshire
home, in Whitcliffe Road,
Cleckheaton, was chosen as the
May to June champion.
The money it has been awarded
will go towards the renovation of
an outdoor seating area, a new
music system, as well as plants
and patio furniture.
Pictured are Melanie Cropper,
Jeanette Fullwood, Wendy Cox
and Clare Finflay with Andrew
Elsey receiving the cheque.
On September 2, the Leonard
Cheshire garden will be officially
re-dedicated.

Reminder on
safety checks
PRIVATE landlords of high-rise
buildings are being reminded by
West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
Service it is their responsibility
to check their buildings and
send cladding samples off for
testing following the Grenfell
Tower disaster.
The Building Research
Establishment is continuing to
carry out free testing of
Aluminium Composite Material
cladding samples from across
the country, on behalf of the
Department for Communities
and Local Government.
Test results will determine
whether cladding should be
removed from high-rise
buildings of at least six storeys.


