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‘Giantstride’forward
for development plan

Seventy per cent of
businesses support
rates levy to fund city
centre improvements
By Felicity Macnamara

01274 705339 felicity.macnamara
@telegraphandargus.co.uk

AMBITIOUS plans to give Bradford city
centre a boost through the development
of a Business Improvement District
(BID) have taken a giant stride forward.
The results of a feasibility study into
the scheme were revealed at the Alhambra Theatre by Ian Ward, chairman of
the Bradford BID Development Group,
yesterday to key business figures.
A BID is a defined area within a town
or city where a levy – typically one to
1.5 per cent – is charged on all business
rate payers over and above their normal
business rates.
The levy is then used to develop projects or services which benefit the businesses in that area. Recommendations
from the Bradford BID team include
working to reduce the number of empty
shops, encouraging investment into
Bradford, marketing the city to a wider
audience as well as putting on more
events, security improvements and
cleaning up problem areas.
The survey found that 70 per cent of
respondents were in favour of the BID
concept being tested by ballot, while 22
per cent were undecided and eight per
cent were against the idea.
Following analysis of survey returns,
it is recommended that Bradford now
moves towards detailed consultation
and the production of a draft BID business plan.
It is anticipated that a ballot would
take place in autumn 2018 and, subject
to a positive vote, the BID would operate
from December 2018.
An initial BID boundary, covering the
whole of the city centre as well as the
Kirkgate and Broadway shopping centres, has been proposed, along with a
1.25 per cent BID levy, which would lead
to 585 eligible business premises being
part of the improvement district.
It would result in an annual BID levy
income of nearly £420,000, which would
amount to more than £2 million over the

PUSH: Backing the BID are (from left) Dave West, Sandy Needham and Chris Gregory
course of the five-year BID term.
While the boundary line has been
drawn to include the bulk of the city
centre, it will be tested and it is recommended further consideration is given
to the inclusion of Little Germany and
the Forster Square Retail Park.
Further “extensive” consultation will
now be carried out around the outline
proposals.
Mr Ward described the survey results
as a “milestone”.
He said: “In the last 12 months we’ve
talked a lot about what we are going to
do, we’ve come up with loads of different ideas, we’ve generated the feasibility survey.
“To see the surveys coming in and
then seeing the final report, it was a
pretty big relief, because it has been 12
months of my work and a journey that
I’ve asked a number of people to come
on because I see the positive aspect of it.
“The impact isn’t overnight, the impact is a journey and the journey would
realistically start from January 2019 if
it got the vote at the end of next year,
but what you would do within your
business plan is build in stuff around

quick wins.
“You would build quick wins around
short-term, medium-term and longterm goals over a five-year journey.
“But it’s massively important, especially at the end of that first year, that
people are actually seeing ‘this is what
the Business Improvement District has
delivered’.
“It’s not about a sprint, it’s very much
about ‘it’s over five years’ but it is significantly important that you see wins
coming through so people can see you
are making a difference.”
The survey shone a spotlight on why
businesses feel Bradford under performs, with respondents citing reasons
including the image of the city locally
and nationally, high levels or perceptions of crime and an insufficient range
of shops.
Mr Ward said: “I certainly know
where Bradford is going and I know the
Council has been massively supportive
in helping move this proposal forward,
so it’s not about benefit for one, it’s
about benefit for all of us.”
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Final ballot could be held in autumn
EARLIER this year, consultants were commissioned to
undertake a feasibility study
into the possibility of creating a BID in Bradford city
centre.
The survey was completed
by 203 businesses, 70 per
cent of which were in favour
of the BID concept being
tested by ballot, 22 per cent
undecided and 8 per cent
against the idea.
When asked how much
they would be prepared to

pay as a levy, 58 per cent
agreed with 1 per cent of rateable value, 25 per cent said
1.25 per cent and 17 per cent
proposed paying up to 1.5 per
cent. Seventy-one per cent of
businesses felt they should
be included within the potential BID area and 74 per cent
said all types of businesses
should be included.
Following analysis of the
results, 1.25 per cent is recommended as the most appropriate rate of levy to apply

to the bid, with a reduced levy
for premises within managed
centres which already pay a
service charge. Those businesses with a rateable value
of less than £12,000 would be
exempt from the levy.
Organisers must win a
referendum among businesses in the area where
the levy would be charged.
Those ‘yes’ votes must also
correspond to more than 50
per cent of the total rateable
value of all votes cast. A BID

lasts for five years and for it
to continue after that time,
another ballot must be held.
Business liaison and consultation on a proposed
business plan will take place
until March next year and it
is proposed that notification
of a ballot would be given to
the Secretary of State and
Local Authority in April. June
would see the launch of the
business plan and ballot papers would be issued in September.

NEWS
Dynamo
shares some
magicsecrets
HE has
swallowed
jewellery then
pulled it out of
his stomach,
transformed
snow into
diamonds and,
most
famously,
‘walked on water’ across the
River Thames.
Now Bradford-born magician
Dynamo (pictured) is sharing
some of his secrets in his new
book, described as a beginner’s
guide to magic.
The Book Of Secrets reveals,
among other things, how to
make water freeze instantly and
how to slice a banana without
touching it.
“Giving away magic secrets has
always been frowned upon, but
the Magic Circle has been very
supportive of what I’m doing and
people have contributed ideas
to pass on to young up-andcoming magicians,” said
Dynamo, who grew up as
Stephen Frayne in Delph Hill.
“This book sets out to teach
people a trick and make it into
something magical.”
l Read about The Book Of
Secrets: A Beginner’s Guide To
Modern Magic on the T&A’s
Book of the Week page on
Saturday.

