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In BrIef

Staff
provide
charity
boost
CARING staff at Bingley-
based home-shopping giant
Damart gave a festive boost
to three good causes.

Colleagues staged a se-
ries of activities in support
of the company’s chosen
charity partners – the Sil-
ver Line, Breast Cancer
Now and Heart Research
UK.

A seasonal lunch was
provided for elderly people
who faced being alone over
Christmas.

And the trio of charities
will share in the proceeds
of a raffle, tannoy bingo
and festive jumper day.

The events were the cul-
mination of a year of char-
ity fundraising by Damart.

Employee engagement
advisor, Joanne Phipps,
said: “We’re delighted that
we have been able to sup-
port these three amazing
charities throughout the
entire year.

“It is fantastic to see our
Damart team continue to
show its sheer enthusiasm
and generosity all year
round, and especially at
Christmas.”

Views are
sought on
travelling
A CROWD-
FUNDED bus
scheme run by
Keighley
operator
Transdev is
seeking
people’s views
on where they
want to travel
in 2018.
Since launching in June 2017
there have been VAMOOZ trips
to concerts, football matches,
seasides, theme parks and
other destinations. Service
manager Rebecca Reeve-
Burnett (pictured) said:
“VAMOOZ helps people get to
places they can’t already reach
by bus.” Suggest a trip by using
the VAMOOZ app, tweeting to
@goVAMOOZ, messaging
facebook.com/vamooz, email-
ing choose@govamooz.co.uk.

‘City’s dreams can
be realised’ vow
Business leader calls
for support for levy
scheme to help boost
the city centre
By Felicity Macnamara

01274 705339 felicity.macnamara@
telegraphandargus.co.uk

“BRADFORD can end up being the des-
tination it needs to be.”

That’s the rallying cry from Ian Ward,
chairman of the Bradford BID Develop-
ment Group, ahead of an important 12
months for realising ambitious plans to
boost the city centre.

A BID, or Business Improvement Dis-
trict, is a defined area within a town or
city where a levy, typically one to 1.5 per
cent, is charged on all business rate pay-
ers over and above their normal busi-
ness rates.

The levy is then used to develop pro-
jects or services which benefit the busi-
nesses in that area.

A yes vote could result in an annual
BID levy income of more than £2 mil-
lion over the course of the five-year BID
term.

The plans took a huge stride forward
in November, when results of a feasi-

bility study revealed 70 per cent of
respondents were in favour of the BID
concept being tested by ballot – giving
the development group the green light
to move forward.

And although that important mile-
stone has been reached, Mr Ward says
the hard work now begins.

“Realistically, the hard work has
only just started,” he said. “The next
12 months is a lot more important than
what the last 12 months have been.

“Will there be some challenges? Yes,
of course there will be. There will still
be some businesses out there, that no
matter how much work we have done
on marketing to get that message
across, there is still going to be a lot of
businesses out there that when you say
‘Bradford Business Improvement Dis-
trict’, probably don’t know what you’re
talking about.

“That’s part of what the journey
looks like. We’ve got to get out on the
street and we’ve got to be going around
to those businesses to make sure they
fully understand.

“There’s just under 300 Business Im-
provement Districts in the UK and I
don’t think any one of them hasn’t had
a number of challenges to overcome.”

Over the coming months, a business
plan - focusing on the pillars of safe,
clean, alive and promoting - will be
developed, with the group looking at
objectives under those pillars and how
they will be achieved.

Mr Ward revealed Little Germany

will be included in the BID boundary
line, with discussions still ongoing with
the Forster Square retail park.

The business plan is likely to be
launched in June next year, with ballot
papers issued in September.

Mr Ward said: “I am 100 per cent posi-
tive that Bradford will have a Business
Improvement District in 12 months.

“In my opinion, Bradford is a sleep-
ing giant. Bradford can be what it wants
to be. I firmly believe that Bradford can
end up being the destination it needs to
be, not only from what Bradford Busi-
ness Improvement District do, but from
what we all do together.”

HOPE: Ian Ward, manager of the Broadway centre, in Bradford city centre
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Events highlighting Bronteworks
CLOSURE of the Bronte Par-
sonage Museum to the public
throughout January is not
stopping the Haworth attrac-
tion holding events.

Staff will take turns to
head out into the Parsonage
garden at noon each day to
share their knowledge of the
famous family.

The talks, entitled An In-
troduction To The Brontes,
will each last 15 minutes, are
free, and do not need to be
booked in advance. People
should assemble outside the
museum admissions area.

Parsonage Wrapped is a
special event on Saturday,
January 6 which will take a

small group of people behind
the scenes at the museum.
There will be two sessions, at
11am and 2pm.

The nearby West Lane
Baptist Centre will host a
screening of the 1939 version
of Emily Bronte’s Wuthering
Heights on Monday, January
8, at 1pm.

Hollywood glamour is
promised in a film starring
Laurence Olivier and Merle
Oberon that aims to whet
people’s appetites for a new
exhibition at the Parsonage
Museum to mark the bicente-
nary of Emily Bronte’s birth.

Visit bronte.org.uk/whats-
on for further information.

Quad appeal
POLICE are appealing for help
to catch people riding quad
bikes on Baildon Moor and
causing damage. There have
been reports of bikers being a
nuisance in the area. Officers
ask anyone with information to
email them on bdasbbiketeam@
westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk.


