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BUSINESS
Hairdressers
honoured as
a cut above

A HAIRDRESSERS with
branches in the Bradford district
has taken home two awards at a
national hairdressing awards.
Westrow, which has locations in
Bingley, Ilkley, and Skipton,
scooped the Business Director
of the Year prize, and also took
home the Training Award for its
hairdressing academy based in
Leeds city centre at the British
Hairdressing Business Awards.
Directors Steve Rowbottom
(right) and Marc Westerman
(left), who founded the business
more than 30 years ago, were
also inducted into the
Hairdressing Hall of Fame, after
picking up the Directors award
for the third time.
Westrow’s purpose-built
education centre provides
education in hairdressing,
barbering, management and
business, with up to 240
students at a time studying
there.
The awards ceremony was held
last month at the Park Plaza
Hotel in London.
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Cash help
with tech
on offer
to SMEs

A NEW funding scheme has
been made available for SMEs
in Bradford to upgrade their
digital technology and boost
competitiveness.
The Digital Growth Voucher scheme, which opened on
Monday, October 1, offers
funding of between £2,000 and
£10,000 to firms, and has been
set up by the LEP Digital Enterprise.
The vouchers can be spent
on digital technology investment projects of up to £12,000,
and are open to firms that operate in a B2B environment
and have been trading for at
least 12 months, have no more
than 250 employees, and a
turnover of less than £43 million.
Muz Mumtaz, who heads
Digital Enterprise, said: “This
is phase four of the Digital
Growth Vouchers scheme
and it will only be open for
six weeks. The vouchers have
proved incredibly popular
every time they have been
made available and any businesses that could benefit from
the funding would be well advised to get in touch as soon
as possible.”
The deadline is November
9. See digital enterprise.co.uk

Historic hotels are
united in BID vote

BACKING THE BID: Daniel Greenwood (left), general manager, at the Great Victoria, and David Crossley,
general manager at the Midland, outside their hotels with Vote Yes! boards

Great Victoria
and Midland join
forces to state
case for Yes vote
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TWO OF Bradford’s oldest and
most prestigious hotels have
joined forces to urge businesses
to “Vote Yes!” for a city centre
business improvement district.
With a raft of new hotels
opening in the city over the last
few years, filling rooms has become an increasingly competitive business but the managers
of the Great Victoria Hotel, in
Bridge Street, and the Midland
Hotel, in Forster Square, have
come together to support the
BID initiative.
They say their shared heritage, as Victorian railway hotels
full of historic splendour, make
them iconic symbols of the
city’s brilliantly preserved architectural past – and beacons
for its future.
David
Crossley,
general
manager of the Midland, said:
“These are landmark buildings
that reflect the history of Bradford and they are some of the
city’s most important buildings.
“As such, they are visitor attractions in their own right.
Bradford’s amazing Victorian
architecture is one of its greatest assets and buildings like

these are part of why people
want to come here.
“We believe the BID will help
to promote our fabulous built
heritage and draw in more visitors to boost the city centre’s
economy, which helps everyone
in the hospitality industry and
has big spin-off benefits for retailers.”
Daniel Greenwood, general
manager of the Great Victoria,
said: “The BID makes complete
sense for anyone who works in
the hospitality industry in Bradford and we are fully committed
to supporting it.
“We believe the BID can make
a real difference to footfall and
visitor numbers in the city centre, as BIDs have done up and
down the country.
“I’m sure Bradford BID will
help to bring everyone with a
vested interest in the future of
the city centre together and encourage us to work as a team in
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trying to improve it.
“The city needs a more focussed and dynamic approach
to promoting and marketing
the many assets we have to the
outside world, both regionally
and nationally, and the best way
to achieve that is by businesses
joining forces to achieve that
common goal.”
The Great Victoria – originally the Great Northern Victoria – Hotel was built in 1867 as
a railway hotel serving the Exchange station, to which it was
connected by a covered walkway
from its main entrance.
The Midland Hotel came
along slightly later, being built
between 1885 and 1890 by the
Midland Railway Company.
It is renowned for having hosted many rich and famous guests
during its heyday, including
Laurel and Hardy, The Beatles
and the Rolling Stones. In 1905,
the Shakespearean stage actor
Sir Henry Irving died there after
appearing at the nearby Theatre
Royal.
Voting in the postal ballot of
630 city centre businesses and
organisations which make up
the BID area closes on October
11. If the BID goes ahead, it expects to collect about £2.5 million over five years through a
levy on businesses with a rateable value of more than £12,000.
The levy income will be managed by a new company run by
local businesses, through an operating board, which will decide
how the money will be spent in
delivering the four pillars of
the business plan – Safe, Clean,
Alive and Promoted.
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