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BUSINESS
Firm creates
new £300m
division

More Business news @ telegraphandargus.co.uk

Kirkgate boss is
backing the BID

‘We’re
open for
business in
Kirklees’

“We’re Kirklees and we’re
open for business.”
That’s the message from
Kirklees Council’s leader,
Shabir Pandor, as he flies out
to China in the hope of creating a multi-billion pound
partnership with the world’s
second-largest economy.
Clr Pandor joins colleagues from the University
of Huddersfield and partner
councils from across West
Yorkshire on the six-day trip
to meet high-profile Chinese
business leaders.
And he hopes to return
to
Huddersfield
having
strengthened bilateral cooperation and trade between
China and the UK.
Tweeting prior to flying
out from Leeds Bradford Airport he wrote: “Huddersfield
alone has highest growth in
West Yorks – £7.4bn – We’re
Kirklees and we’re open for
business.”
His social media comment
underlined a bullish stance
in which he said the foundations for a flourishing relationship with China “are
already in place”.

ILKLEY-based NG BAILEY has
created a new £300m Services
division to bring together its
Facilities Engineering Services
and IT Services businesses,
alongside the recently-acquired
Freedom Group.
The move, which fits the overall
business strategy and long-term
goals of responsible and reliable
earnings, will combine the
company’s national capabilities
in facilities engineering services,
IT, fabric and project
management services with its
power engineering services and
land management capabilities.
Peter Jones (pictured),
previously managing director for
IT Services and the newlyacquired Freedom group,
extends his remit as managing
director for the combined NG
Bailey Services division,
reporting into chief executive
David Hurcomb.
Together with a new leadership
team, the division will focus on
key market sectors.

‘Gastropub’
taken over
AN award-winning Michelinstarred chef and his wife
have agreed a deal to take
over what is widely regarded
as the original Dales ‘gastropub.’
Michael Wignall and his
wife Johanna, in partnership
with James and Jo Wellock,
are to take over the Angel at
Hetton.
The partners plan to run
the Angel as it is until the end
of the year before closing for
an extensive refurbishment
in the new year.
The Angel was made famous by the late chef Denis
Watkins and his wife Juliet
in the 1980s.

Airport plans
tobedebated
MORE details about Leeds
Bradford Airport’s
redevelopment plans will be
given at an event.
The airport (LBA) is holding a
public consultation in the
Bramhope Suite of the Britannia
Hotel, on Leeds Road,
Bramhope, from 3.30pm to
8.30pm on Thursday,
September 27. Information
about LBA’s proposals for a new
Arrivals Hall will be provided.

SUPPORT: Catherine Riley is among those backing the Business Improvement District plan for Bradford

Shopping centre
manager says city
needs to speak with
‘one strong voice’
By Will Kilner

01274 705401
will.kilner@telegraphandargus.co.uk

THE manager of Bradford’s Kirkgate
shopping centre says the planned Business Improvement District is “an opportunity the city can’t afford to miss.”
Catherine Riley, who has been centre manager at Kirkgate Shopping for
more than 24 years, says the BID is a
brilliant way to rally the city’s business voices to get the best for Bradford.
“It’s essential that we work together
because we all want the same thing,

which is the best for Bradford,” she
said. “We make our livelihoods from it,
all the people that work in the centre of
Bradford make their livelihoods from
it, and we deserve the best for it.”
Voting papers for the month-long
postal ballot for the BID project, which
would deliver £2.5 million of improvements over five years, go out on September 13. More than 630 businesses
and other city-centre based organisations will be asked to vote on a proposal for a levy of up to 1.25 per cent on
their business rates. The proceeds
would be spent on four key “pillars”
– Safe, Clean, Alive and Promoted – to
improve the safety, cleanliness, vitality and marketing of Bradford’s retail
heart.
Ms Riley said the BID is a chance to
unite those who believe in the city with
a single voice.
“The BID is an opportunity for Bradford businesses to speak with one voice
and for the voice of businesses to be

heard,” she said. “We’re going to be
speaking up about all sorts of things,
including the four pillars.
“Everybody is concerned about how
we remain safe in the city, how clean
the city is and - probably more importantly for me because I’m involved with
those issues every day - I’m interested
in how we promote the city, shout about
how great the city is, all the fabulous
things that are going on, and the way
everybody is working together.
“And that comes back to having one
voice. It’s important we’re all saying
the same thing, in order to be heard.”
The city had undergone a lot of
changes over the last 10 years, especially in the retail environment, which had
made it very challenging.
“But I think the BID can help Bradford grow through those challenges,”
said Ms Riley. “I think things are on the
upturn. While footfall around the country is declining, ours is stable. “

Market
share boost
for Prime

ILKLEY company Composite Prime’s market share
has soared following a tie-up
with a new high-profile distributor.
Taylor
Maxwell
has
teamed up as distributors of
Composite Prime’s decking,
supplying timber and builders’ merchants with stock
nationwide, leading to an increase in new business.
Taylor Maxwell’s managing director Tony Hammond
said: “This is a great deal for
both enterprises, and very
timely.”

ShareS by Joel Dungate, of reDmayne-bentley StockbrokerS
MARKETS suffered heavy losses last
week for a variety of reasons. Wall
Street witnessed a major sell-off in
technology stocks early in the week
and continued to suffer as trade war
fears reignited.
Emerging markets also suffered
following news that South Africa had
fallen into recession, whilst the UK
stock market was not helped by a
stronger Pound following news that
the UK and Germany had made
progress towards a Brexit deal. In
early Friday trading the FTSE 100
slipped below the 7300 level for the
first time since April.
According to the latest Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) figures the UK
services sector grew more strongly

than expected in August. The sector,
which includes everything from
restaurants to banking, makes up
80% of the UK economy and saw
many companies working at full
capacity in the month.
This was in contrast to the
manufacturing sector where growth
fell to a 25-month low, due to a sharp
downturn in exports.
The PMI forecast that the UK
economy will grow at 0.4 per cent in
the third quarter of the year, in line
with the second quarter.
Inflation in the Eurozone remains
above the European Central Bank’s
(ECB) target, coming in at 2 per cent
in August, slightly below the 2.1 per

cent figure recorded in July.
The ECB’s target inflation rate is just
under 2 per cent, but runaway
inflation is unlikely to be a concern
as core inflation, which strips out the
effects of rising energy costs,
remained weak at just 1 per cent.
Meanwhile, separate figures showed
that unemployment in the region
remained steady at 8.2 per cent, its
lowest rate since November 2008.
The share price of Leeds-based
marketing services provider
Communisis has suffered badly in
the year to date, but recovered some
lost ground in August following the
publication of its interim results.
The group reported a 9 per cent rise

in total sales for the six months to
the end of June, leading to an
adjusted pre-tax profit of £6.5m, up
from £6.4m in the first half of 2017.
The group said it had a strong order
book and won two significant
contracts, giving it strong visibility
for the second half of the year.
Consequently, its full-year
expectations remain unchanged.
Investments can fall as well as rise in
value and your capital is at risk
This communication does not
constitute a recommendation to buy
or sell the investments mentioned.
Past performance and forecasts are
not reliable indicators of future
results or performance.
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