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IN FAVOUR: Andrew Chalmers, pictured at Odsal, says the BID is an ‘exciting project’ for the city

Chairman and
co-owner of rugby
league club urges
people to ‘Vote Yes’
By Michael Black
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THE CHAIRMAN and co-owner of
Bradford Bulls has joined the squad
of voices backing plans for a Business
Improvement District in the city centre.
Andrew Chalmers says the BID is
an “exciting project” and he is urging
business owners to “Vote Yes!” when
the ballot papers are issued on September 13.
“The city of Bradford and the various businesses and stakeholders within it have proudly supported the Bulls
for many years and we are only too
happy to take any opportunity we have

to return that support for such an exciting project as the BID,” he said.
“We are a proud community in Bradford and our success in future will be
as a result of co-operation and the
combining of all the fantastic business
and community assets we have for the
greater benefit of the city.
“A vibrant and cohesive central
business district is fundamental to the
growth of any City and so we fully support the BID concept.”
Mr Chalmers, the former chairman
of New Zealand Rugby League, who
has co-owned the district’s senior RL
club with Graham Lowe since January
2017, believes the BID will bring substantial benefits for the city centre.
“The proposal to combine current
expenditures such as Christmas decorations, promotional and advertising
with a centralised and focused purpose, for instance, will see greater
efficiencies, and ultimately, greater
results for the city centre and all businesses and visitors,” he said. “The
combined power of so many businesses will, of course, see advertising and
promotional campaigns obtain wider

recognition and success.”
He said the BID would also benefit
Bulls fans: “Our supporters shop in
and visit the city centre regularly and
many are employed by businesses locally or are business owners themselves.
“A successful BID will be a great
help for all of them either directly or
indirectly. A strong Bradford city business centre is very good for the city and
any success our city has is good for the
Bulls.”
The BID project, which would deliver
£2.5 million of improvements over five
years, goes to a ballot from September
13 to October 11, when more than 630
businesses and other city-centre based
organisations will be asked to vote in
favour of a levy of up to 1.25 per cent
on their business rates. The proceeds
would be spent on four key “pillars”
– Safe, Clean, Alive and Promoted – to
improve the safety, cleanliness, vitality and marketing of Bradford’s retail
heart.
Mr Chalmers urged everyone with
a vote to get behind the BID when the
time comes.

Firm’s new chief ﬁnancial ofﬁcer

A BRADFORD logistics
firm has announced the appointment of a new Chief
Financial Officer (CFO).
Claire Webb will join Advanced Supply Chain Group
(ASCG), based on the Euroway Industrial Estate, next
month.
She joins the company
from Go Outdoors, where

she has been managing director since June 2017.
Co-founder and current
CFO Glyn Rogan will retire
in November, having built
the business alongside CEO
Mike Danby MBE over the
past 21 years.
Mr Danby said: “Glyn has
steered the business to success over the past 21 years

and I can never thank him
enough for his expertise
and commitment to our colleagues and customers.
“The
whole
business
wishes him a really happy
retirement.
“As a new chapter for the
business begins, we look
forward
to
welcoming
Claire Webb. We have ambi-

tious growth plans with an
increased focus on investing
in overseas markets to provide a seamless end-to-end
global supply chain solution
for our customers. It’s my
belief that we will continue
to achieve our ambitions if
we continue to prioritise developing the best talent and
technology in the industry.”

Cash for
cars ﬁrm
hits big
milestone
A
SECOND-HAND
car
branch in Bradford is celebrating after it acquired its
5,000th vehicle.
The
webuyanycar.com
site, situated in Cemetery
Road, Lidget Green, is one of
the company’s top performing sites and is one of seven
branches in West Yorkshire.
Richard Evans, Head of
Technical Services, said:
“This latest milestone is a
huge achievement for our
Bradford team and is a demonstration that webuyanycar.com continues to be the
preferred choice for thousands of car owners.
“Over the years, our Bradford branch has purchased
a wide and varied range of
cars from customers in the
Yorkshire area, from Maseratis to Minis, Porsches to
Peugeots.”
The service claims to
make the car-selling process
‘hassle-free’ and ‘time-saving’, and works by customers
selling their cars for cash.

Figures for
sector look
promising
MANUFACTURING output
in the region is continuing
to rise, new figures show.
A survey has revealed
that the output balance for
Yorkshire and Humberside
has increased to 43 per cent,
from 39 per cent in the last
quarter.
And despite uncertainty
over Brexit, the upward
trend is expected to be maintained for the remainder of
the year.
The survey – carried out
by manufacturers’ organisation EEF, with accountancy
and business advisory firm
BDO LLP – also shows that
exports regionally are outperforming domestic orders.

Apprentices
graduate
THREE apprentices with
housebuilder Barratt Developments Yorkshire West
have graduated.
They have all completed
the
apprenticeship
programme with NVQ Level 3
qualifications in carpentry
and joinery.
The trio – Ben Eichenberger, Daniel Stillings and Lee
Summerfield – is among 39
apprentices taken on by the
company in the past decade.
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